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Pontifical Court, and being frequently seen abroad in
the company of the Pope and the Duke of Gandia,
Now Charles was aware that the Pope, in his dread
of a French invasion, and seeing vain all his efforts to
avert it, had appealed for aid to Bajazet. For sc
doing he has been severely censured, and with some
justice, for the picture of the Head of Christianity
making appeal to the infidel to assist him againsi
Christians is not an edifying one. Still, it receive;
some measure of justification when we reflect wha
was the attitude of these same Christians toward
their Head.
Bajazet himself, thrown into a panic at the though
of Djem's falling into the hands of a king who propose
to make a raid upon him, answered the Pope beggin
His Holiness to "have Djem removed from the tribi
lations of this world, and his soul transported to ar
other, where he might enjoy a greater peace." Fc
this service he offered the Pope three hundred thoi
sand ducats, to be paid on delivery of the Prince
body. If the price was high, so was the service r
quired, for it would have ensured Bajazet a peace
mind he could not hope to enjoy while his broth
lived.
This letter was intercepted by Giovanni della R
vere, the Prefect of Sinigaglia, who very prompt
handed it to his brother, the Cardinal Giuliano, T
Cardinal, in his turn, laid it before the King of Fran<
who now demanded of the Pope the surrender of t
person of this Djem as a further hostage.
Alexander began by rejecting the King's propos
severally and collectively, but Charles pressed him